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THE WAY TO JUSTICE

LOOKING AHEAD IN 2025!

While we have achieved remarkable progress in 2024, we recognize that much remains to be done. In
2025, we are committed to:

We will increase the number of community members we serve by 20%, extending our impact into new
neighborhoods and regions.

We will grow our pro bono network to provide even more legal representation to those who need it most.

We are introducing new resources focused on educating youth about their legal rights and expanding
support services for underserved populations.

Your continued support is essential to achieving these ambitious goals and advancing our mission to
build a more just and equitable society.

"As we step into 2025, I am filled with gratitude for the incredible community that
powers The Way to Justice. Together, we are not only breaking down barriers but also
%\ building bridges to a brighter, more equitable future. Let’s make this year one of

N\'\ /ﬂ. transformative change.”

Z Virla Spencer, CEO
.
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MEET OUR NEW INTERNS!

Abranna Romero-Rocha is from Tacoma, Washington, and is currently a law student at
Gonzaga University School of Law. She earned her BA in Spanish and Political Science
from Whitworth University, with minors in Law and Justice and Philosophy. Abranna is
deeply passionate about the environment; she once questioned the connection between
caring for Mother Earth and caring for people. Over time, she realized liberation and
community come from understanding how interconnected we are with nature. She is
also passionate about service and community. Her upbringing in Tacoma grounds her
and connects her to her roots. At the core of her beliefs is love, empathy, compassion,
and dignity.
To Abranna, justice means loving one’'s neighbors as God intended, with words and
| » B a0 actions, and resisting categorizing people in dehumanizing ways. Likewise, by
A D FARS W W ] s cultivating empathy and love, we can bring justice to the world and contribute to the
ABRANNA vision of the kingdom in this lifetime. Moreover, Abranna enjoys all art forms, from
ROMERO poetry and music to cinema and literature. She loves creating playlists and is currently
re-reading her favorite book, Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell.

Tasbeeh is originally from Houston, TX, and is currently a law student at
Gonzaga School of Law, following the completion of a B.B.A. in Finance from
Texas Tech University. She is deeply passionate about advocating for human
rights, particularly in the context of how they intersect with the development

and use of artificial intelligence.

As a first-generation Bangladeshi law student,Tasbeeh believes that justice is
the pursuit of fairness and equality, grounded in integrity and respect. For
Tasbeeh, justice means ensuring that every individual, regardless of their

background, is treated with dignity and has their rights protected. Outside of
academics,she enjoys hiking, reading, solving puzzles, and playing chess.

TASBEEH
CHOWDHURY

Adalayda is from Spokane, Washington, and is currently a freshman

at Gonzaga University. She is passionate about her culture, staying

involved in her community, and pursuing her education. To Adalayda,

justice means taking care of one’'s community and being a voice for

those who may not have one. She believes in the power of advocacy
and supporting others in need.

In her free time, Adalayda enjoys staying active outdoors, spending
time with her friends, and watching football—both kinds—with her
dad. Her love for her community and family plays a central role in

her life and her vision of justice.

ADALAYDA

RIOS

Natalie was born and raised in the Seattle area and attended high school in Bellevue,
Washington. In the last two years of high school, they transitioned into Bellevue
College’s Running Start program. After graduation, Natalie moved to Spokane to

attend Gonzaga University, where they are currently pursuing a Bachelor of Science

in Economics and a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism.

Having played sports throughout their life, Natalie is passionate about maintaining an
active lifestyle and fostering community and companionship. They also enjoy spending
time outdoors, participating in activities like hiking, camping, and swimming. Growing
up with incarcerated family members has inspired Natalie to pursue a career where | F.

they can make a positive impact on individuals facing potential convictions or working
to rebuild their lives and careers. This personal connection is one of the reasons they NATALIE
chose to intern with The Way to Justice, hoping to play a role in creating meaningful HOGARTH
change for those in need.




THE GOVERNOR'S CLEMENCY AND PARDON BOARD

At The Way to Justice, we understand that the impact and consequences of having a
criminal conviction can last a lifetime. Justice-impacted individuals and their families
may be denied essential services, resources, and/or opportunities, including: safe
housing, gainful employment, and the ability to pursue an education, obtain licensing,

or pursue a professional career.

In Washington State, many individuals, including our clients, are eligible to petition
the court for post-conviction relief under statute, thereby vacating and removing the
conviction from their record. However, in some rare cases, there is no judicial relief
available. In these situations, our attorneys may seek extraordinary relief from the

Governor through the Clemency and Pardons Board.

The Board reviews individual petitions submitted and decides whether to approve each
case for hearing. If a case is granted a hearing, the Board hears testimony from
witnesses and considers other evidence to support the relief requested. The Board

makes recommendations to the Governor's office, which either grants or denies relief.

The process can take years. There is no guarantee that a petition will be granted a
hearing. Over the past decade, the Board has approved less than 500 cases for
hearing. Of those, less than half were granted Clemency or Pardon relief.
Nevertheless, our staff attorneys continue to pursue this extraordinary relief on
behalf of our clients. If you or someone you know is interested in seeking a Governor's
pardon or clemency, contact The Way to Justice for a case screening.

www.thewaytojustice.com



https://www.thewaytojustice.com/
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BECOME A SPONSOR/DONATE TODAY!

Help us continue to "Do Justice”...

One Time Monthly

"We Do Justice”
Status

Up to $1k

Justice Champions
Status

Minimum $20.20- $100 Max

Every 3 months Annually

Black Status Rose Gold Status

Up to $2k Over $2k

The Way to Justice is a community non profit that provides legal
services led and created by women of color. Through direct
representation, impact litigation, policy reform and advocacy work,
we address the barriers facing individuals that our justice system
has negatively impacted. Our programs include Driver's
Relicensing, Record Vacating, Restoration of Rights, LFO relief,
and Youth Empowerment.

Your donation ensures that we bring the experience of Justice to
everyone and that our clients and the community receive the aid
needed to create a more just world.

To become a sponsor, sign up here to select which status level you
want to commit to. Each status has gifts to show appreciation because
we can't "do justice" without youl

The Way to Justice is a tax-
exempt organization.

Tax ID #84-5129426
Unless otherwise noted, no
goods or services are provided
in consideration of your gift.

Use this QR
code to make
a donation via

Pay Pal



https://forms.gle/shbxWij1XTX9ELji7

