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While we have achieved remarkable progress in 2024, we recognize that much remains to be done. In
2025, we are committed to:

Expanding Our Reach:
We will increase the number of community members we serve by 20%, extending our impact into new
neighborhoods and regions.

Enhancing Legal Aid Programs:
We will grow our pro bono network to provide even more legal representation to those who need it most.

Launching New Initiatives:
We are introducing new resources focused on educating youth about their legal rights and expanding
support services for underserved populations.

Your continued support is essential to achieving these ambitious goals and advancing our mission to
build a more just and equitable society.

Mail/Donations: The Way to Justice

P.O. Box 7503

Spokane, WA 99207

Phone: (509) 822-7514 

Tax ID# 84-5129426

QR Code to Link Tree:

The Way To Justice 

321 w. Boone ave., Spokane, wa 99201
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LOOKING AHEAD IN 2025!

A Message from Our CEO 

"As we step into 2025, I am filled with gratitude for the incredible community that
powers The Way to Justice. Together, we are not only breaking down barriers but also
building bridges to a brighter, more equitable future. Let’s make this year one of
transformative change." 

Virla Spencer, CEO
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M E E T  O U R  N E W  I N T E R N S !

T a s b e e h  i s  o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  H o u s t o n ,  T X ,  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  l a w  s t u d e n t  a t
G o n z a g a  S c h o o l  o f  L a w ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a  B . B . A .  i n  F i n a n c e  f r o m
T e x a s  T e c h  U n i v e r s i t y .  S h e  i s  d e e p l y  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  h u m a n

r i g h t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  h o w  t h e y  i n t e r s e c t  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t
a n d  u s e  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

A s  a  f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  B a n g l a d e s h i  l a w  s t u d e n t , T a s b e e h  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  j u s t i c e  i s
t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  f a i r n e s s  a n d  e q u a l i t y ,  g r o u n d e d  i n  i n t e g r i t y  a n d  r e s p e c t .  F o r
T a s b e e h ,  j u s t i c e  m e a n s  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r

b a c k g r o u n d ,  i s  t r e a t e d  w i t h  d i g n i t y  a n d  h a s  t h e i r  r i g h t s  p r o t e c t e d .  O u t s i d e  o f
a c a d e m i c s , s h e  e n j o y s  h i k i n g ,  r e a d i n g ,  s o l v i n g  p u z z l e s ,  a n d  p l a y i n g  c h e s s .

A b r a n n a  R o m e r o - R o c h a  i s  f r o m  T a c o m a ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  l a w  s t u d e n t  a t
G o n z a g a  U n i v e r s i t y  S c h o o l  o f  L a w .  S h e  e a r n e d  h e r  B A  i n  S p a n i s h  a n d  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e
f r o m  W h i t w o r t h  U n i v e r s i t y ,  w i t h  m i n o r s  i n  L a w  a n d  J u s t i c e  a n d  P h i l o s o p h y .  A b r a n n a  i s

d e e p l y  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ;  s h e  o n c e  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n
c a r i n g  f o r  M o t h e r  E a r t h  a n d  c a r i n g  f o r  p e o p l e .  O v e r  t i m e ,  s h e  r e a l i z e d  l i b e r a t i o n  a n d

c o m m u n i t y  c o m e  f r o m  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h o w  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  w e  a r e  w i t h  n a t u r e .  S h e  i s
a l s o  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  s e r v i c e  a n d  c o m m u n i t y .  H e r  u p b r i n g i n g  i n  T a c o m a  g r o u n d s  h e r

a n d  c o n n e c t s  h e r  t o  h e r  r o o t s .  A t  t h e  c o r e  o f  h e r  b e l i e f s  i s  l o v e ,  e m p a t h y ,  c o m p a s s i o n ,
a n d  d i g n i t y .  

T o  A b r a n n a ,  j u s t i c e  m e a n s  l o v i n g  o n e ’ s  n e i g h b o r s  a s  G o d  i n t e n d e d ,  w i t h  w o r d s  a n d
a c t i o n s ,  a n d  r e s i s t i n g  c a t e g o r i z i n g  p e o p l e  i n  d e h u m a n i z i n g  w a y s .  L i k e w i s e ,  b y

c u l t i v a t i n g  e m p a t h y  a n d  l o v e ,  w e  c a n  b r i n g  j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e
v i s i o n  o f  t h e  k i n g d o m  i n  t h i s  l i f e t i m e .  M o r e o v e r ,  A b r a n n a  e n j o y s  a l l  a r t  f o r m s ,  f r o m

p o e t r y  a n d  m u s i c  t o  c i n e m a  a n d  l i t e r a t u r e .  S h e  l o v e s  c r e a t i n g  p l a y l i s t s  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y
r e - r e a d i n g  h e r  f a v o r i t e  b o o k ,  E l e a n o r  a n d  P a r k  b y  R a i n b o w  R o w e l l .

A d a l a y d a  i s  f r o m  S p o k a n e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  f r e s h m a n
a t  G o n z a g a  U n i v e r s i t y .  S h e  i s  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  h e r  c u l t u r e ,  s t a y i n g

i n v o l v e d  i n  h e r  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  p u r s u i n g  h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  T o  A d a l a y d a ,
j u s t i c e  m e a n s  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  o n e ’ s  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  b e i n g  a  v o i c e  f o r

t h o s e  w h o  m a y  n o t  h a v e  o n e .  S h e  b e l i e v e s  i n  t h e  p o w e r  o f  a d v o c a c y
a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  o t h e r s  i n  n e e d .  

I n  h e r  f r e e  t i m e ,  A d a l a y d a  e n j o y s  s t a y i n g  a c t i v e  o u t d o o r s ,  s p e n d i n g
t i m e  w i t h  h e r  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  w a t c h i n g  f o o t b a l l — b o t h  k i n d s — w i t h  h e r
d a d .  H e r  l o v e  f o r  h e r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  f a m i l y  p l a y s  a  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n

h e r  l i f e  a n d  h e r  v i s i o n  o f  j u s t i c e .

N a t a l i e  w a s  b o r n  a n d  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  S e a t t l e  a r e a  a n d  a t t e n d e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  B e l l e v u e ,
W a s h i n g t o n .  I n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  t h e y  t r a n s i t i o n e d  i n t o  B e l l e v u e
C o l l e g e ’ s  R u n n i n g  S t a r t  p r o g r a m .  A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n ,  N a t a l i e  m o v e d  t o  S p o k a n e  t o

a t t e n d  G o n z a g a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  p u r s u i n g  a  B a c h e l o r  o f  S c i e n c e
i n  E c o n o m i c s  a n d  a  B a c h e l o r  o f  A r t s  i n  J o u r n a l i s m .

H a v i n g  p l a y e d  s p o r t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  l i f e ,  N a t a l i e  i s  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  m a i n t a i n i n g  a n
a c t i v e  l i f e s t y l e  a n d  f o s t e r i n g  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  c o m p a n i o n s h i p .  T h e y  a l s o  e n j o y  s p e n d i n g
t i m e  o u t d o o r s ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  h i k i n g ,  c a m p i n g ,  a n d  s w i m m i n g .  G r o w i n g

u p  w i t h  i n c a r c e r a t e d  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  h a s  i n s p i r e d  N a t a l i e  t o  p u r s u e  a  c a r e e r  w h e r e
t h e y  c a n  m a k e  a  p o s i t i v e  i m p a c t  o n  i n d i v i d u a l s  f a c i n g  p o t e n t i a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  o r  w o r k i n g
t o  r e b u i l d  t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  c a r e e r s .  T h i s  p e r s o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h e y
c h o s e  t o  i n t e r n  w i t h  T h e  W a y  t o  J u s t i c e ,  h o p i n g  t o  p l a y  a  r o l e  i n  c r e a t i n g  m e a n i n g f u l

c h a n g e  f o r  t h o s e  i n  n e e d .



A t  T h e  W a y  t o  J u s t i c e ,  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  i m p a c t  a n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  h a v i n g  a

c r i m i n a l  c o n v i c t i o n  c a n  l a s t  a  l i f e t i m e .  J u s t i c e - i m p a c t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s

m a y  b e  d e n i e d  e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d / o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g :  s a f e

h o u s i n g ,  g a i n f u l  e m p l o y m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p u r s u e  a n  e d u c a t i o n ,  o b t a i n  l i c e n s i n g ,

o r  p u r s u e  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r .  

I n  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e ,  m a n y  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  c l i e n t s ,  a r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  p e t i t i o n

t h e  c o u r t  f o r  p o s t - c o n v i c t i o n  r e l i e f  u n d e r  s t a t u t e ,  t h e r e b y  v a c a t i n g  a n d  r e m o v i n g  t h e

c o n v i c t i o n  f r o m  t h e i r  r e c o r d .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  s o m e  r a r e  c a s e s ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  j u d i c i a l  r e l i e f

a v a i l a b l e .  I n  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  o u r  a t t o r n e y s  m a y  s e e k  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r e l i e f  f r o m  t h e

G o v e r n o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  C l e m e n c y  a n d  P a r d o n s  B o a r d .  

T h e  B o a r d  r e v i e w s  i n d i v i d u a l  p e t i t i o n s  s u b m i t t e d  a n d  d e c i d e s  w h e t h e r  t o  a p p r o v e  e a c h

c a s e  f o r  h e a r i n g .  I f  a  c a s e  i s  g r a n t e d  a  h e a r i n g ,  t h e  B o a r d  h e a r s  t e s t i m o n y  f r o m

w i t n e s s e s  a n d  c o n s i d e r s  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e l i e f  r e q u e s t e d .  T h e  B o a r d

m a k e s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e ,  w h i c h  e i t h e r  g r a n t s  o r  d e n i e s  r e l i e f .

T h e  p r o c e s s  c a n  t a k e  y e a r s .  T h e r e  i s  n o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  a  p e t i t i o n  w i l l  b e  g r a n t e d  a

h e a r i n g .  O v e r  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e ,  t h e  B o a r d  h a s  a p p r o v e d  l e s s  t h a n  5 0 0  c a s e s  f o r

h e a r i n g .  O f  t h o s e ,  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  w e r e  g r a n t e d  C l e m e n c y  o r  P a r d o n  r e l i e f .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  o u r  s t a f f  a t t o r n e y s  c o n t i n u e  t o  p u r s u e  t h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r e l i e f  o n

b e h a l f  o f  o u r  c l i e n t s .  I f  y o u  o r  s o m e o n e  y o u  k n o w  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s e e k i n g  a  G o v e r n o r ' s

p a r d o n  o r  c l e m e n c y ,  c o n t a c t  T h e  W a y  t o  J u s t i c e  f o r  a  c a s e  s c r e e n i n g .

w w w . t h e w a y t o j u s t i c e . c o m

T H E  G O V E R N O R ' S  C L E M E N C Y  A N D  P A R D O N  B O A R D

https://www.thewaytojustice.com/


4  B l a c k  p e o p l e  a r e
k i l l e d  i n  W A  S t a t e

f o r  e v e r y  1
w h i t e  p e r s o n

k i l l e d  b y  p o l i c e

I n  W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  . . .

3  B l a c k  p e o p l e  a r e
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  U S

f o r  e v e r y  1
w h i t e  p e r s o n
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B l a c k  p e o p l e  a r e
1 4 %  o f  t h e
p o p u l a t i o n

POLICE
 VIOLENCE 
AGAINST 

BLACK
AMERICANS  

I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  . . .

1,150
p e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n  s h o t  a n d
k i l l e d  b y  p o l i c e  i n  t h e  p a s t

1 2  m o n t h s

T h e  W a y  t o  J u s t i c e  e n v i s i o n s
a  s y s t e m  t h a t  d o e s  n o t
o p p r e s s ,  s u f f o c a t e ,  a n d

m u r d e r  p e o p l e  o f  c o l o r ;  a
s y s t e m  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  s e e
t h e m  a s  a  t h r e a t ,  o r  v i e w

t h e m  a s  e x p e n d a b l e .  

W e  b e l i e v e  i n  r e i n v e s t i n g  i n
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  r e s o u r c e s

a n d  p a v i n g  t h e  w a y  t o
j u s t i c e  t h r o u g h  c o m m u n i t y

e m p o w e r m e n t ,  a d v o c a c y ,
a n d  a c c e s s .  

T H I S  I S  W H Y  
“ W E  D O

J U S T I C E ! ”

 y e t ,  t h e y  a r e  k i l l e d
b y  p o l i c e  a t  m o r e  t h a n

t w i c e  t h e  r a t e  o f
W h i t e  A m e r i c a n s ,  w h o

m a k e  u p  6 0 %  

D e e p l y  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y
o f  r a c i a l  o p p r e s s i o n ,  p o l i c e
b r u t a l i t y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  a

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n c e r n  i n
m o d e r n - d a y  A m e r i c a .

B l a c k  A m e r i c a n s  h a v e  b e e n
v i c t i m s  o f  p o l i c e  v i o l e n c e  f o r

c e n t u r i e s  -  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o
s l a v e r y ,  t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s

M o v e m e n t ,  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g
t h r o u g h  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  r a c i a l
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  s y s t e m i c

i n e q u a l i t y .  

T h e  k i l l i n g s  o f  R o d n e y  K i n g
( 1 9 9 1 ) ,  T r a y v o n  M a r t i n  ( 2 0 1 2 ) ,
M i c h a e l  B r o w n  ( 2 0 1 4 ) ,  G e o r g e

F l o y d  ( 2 0 2 0 ) ,  a n d  m a n y
o t h e r s ,  h a v e  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e
o n g o i n g  c r i s i s  a g a i n s t  B l a c k

A m e r i c a n s .

P o l i c e  k i l l i n g s  b y  y e a r

1 , 3 2 9I n  2 0 2 3 ,                   p e o p l e  w e r e
k i l l e d  b y  t h e  p o l i c e ,  t h e  h i g h e s t

s i n c e  2 0 1 3 .

T h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  
 d a y s  w i t h  n o  k i l l i n g s  b y  p o l i c e

i n  t h e  U . S .

14

9 5 %o f  U . S .  m a j o r  c i t y  p o l i c e
d e p a r t m e n t s  k i l l  B l a c k  p e o p l e  m o r e

o f t e n  t h a n  w h i t e  p e o p l e .  

6.6
hours

e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a  p e r s o n  l o s i n g  
t h e i r  l i f e  e v e r y

3 . 9 x      
B l a c k  p e o p l e  a r e  

m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  k i l l e d
b y  p o l i c e  t h a n  w h i t e

p e o p l e .

3 4
I n  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e r e  w a s  6 2 %  d e c r e a s e

o f  f a t a l  f o r c e  d e a t h s  w i t h  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  1 2 +  b i l l s  a d d r e s s i n g

p o l i c e  t a c t i c s ,  u s e  o f  f o r c e ,  a n d
d e - e s c a l a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  e t c .   

H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e
h a s  b e e n  a

s t e a d y  i n c r e a s e
i n  p o l i c e

e n f o r c e d  d e a t h s
s i n c e  t h e n .  I n

2 0 2 4 ,  3 4  p e o p l e
l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s .  

S o u r c e s :  
h t t p s : / / a c l u - w a . o r g / s t o r y / p o l i c e - k i l l i n g s - a r e - d o w n - 6 2 - 2 0 2 1 - a n d -

p o l i c i n g - l e g i s l a t i o n - k e y - d r i v e r - d e c l i n e
h t t p s : / / w w w . w a s h i n g t o n p o s t . c o m / g r a p h i c s / i n v e s t i g a t i o n s / p o l i c e -

s h o o t i n g s - d a t a b a s e /
h t t p s : / / m a p p i n g p o l i c e v i o l e n c e . o r g /

h t t p s : / / b l a c k l i v e s m a t t e r . c o m / 2 0 2 3 - w a s - o n e - o f - t h e - w o r s t - y e a r s - f o r -
p o l i c e - v i o l e n c e /



UPCOMING  EVENTS

January 20th 11am-5pm 
Greater Tacoma Convention Center

1500 Commmerce St. Tacoma, WA 98402



Become a Sponsor/Donate today!Become a Sponsor/Donate today!
Help us continue to “Do Justice”... 

One Time Monthly

Every 3 months Annually

Justice Champions
Status

“We Do Justice”
Status

Black Status Rose Gold Status

Minimum $20.20- $100 Max Up to $1k

Up to $2k Over $2k

Your donation ensures that we bring the experience of Justice to
everyone and that our clients and the community receive the aid
needed to create a more just world.
To become a sponsor, sign up here to select which status level you
want to commit to. Each status has gifts to show appreciation because
we can't "do justice" without you!

The Way to Justice is a tax-
exempt organization. 
Tax ID #84-5129426

Unless otherwise noted, no
goods or services are provided

in consideration of your gift.

The Way to Justice is a community non profit that provides legal
services led and created by women of color. Through direct
representation, impact litigation, policy reform and advocacy work,
we address the barriers facing individuals that our justice system
has negatively impacted. Our programs include Driver's
Relicensing, Record Vacating, Restoration of Rights, LFO relief,
and Youth Empowerment.

Use this QR
code to make
a donation via

Pay Pal 

https://forms.gle/shbxWij1XTX9ELji7

